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\Yy" h' A .‘. L LANG UAG E?

A Skill
or \

Information?




information or a skill?

0 define exactly what language is.

‘e S | definitions of what language is,
1t simply put, le age is a method or means of
an communication, either in speech or

ing, that is expressed in words that are a
ctured and conventional way.

ight also say language is structured
according to a “grammar,” but I prefer to simply
define the ordering of language as a
contemporarily structured, though constantly
evolving, convention.




Parts of Language

ive, from its most general to

e consists of several parts:
vord: ases, sentences, grouped

tences or discourses, etc.

1 a learner’s perspective, language consists of:

nunciation |

" bulary ~ words, phrases, expressions, etc.

ammar

ening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

“Living the Language”
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Lam Is Just Info, Right?

ide language into parts and

. e parts of a language, it appears
if language aple bits and pieces of
rmation. If we learn all the information
abulary, sound production or

nunciation, grammatical rules, sentence
acture, paragraph structure, etc.), we can
effectively say we know the language.

‘= But is language just information?




Enguage i1s a Physical Activity

is more a doing than a knowing.

hi 5 a body of knowledge or
formation attached to every language, using
nguage in speech, writing, reading or
ning is a skill like riding a bike or
imming.

. = ® ing a foreign language cannot simply be
\ building a passive understanding of words.

= Learning a language must be about turning
your body and mind into an instrument or tool
for using and expressing language.
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_esson #1

lesson for eve~
er is:

2 than just
f._ remem ’
ed to practice! You need
,l inguage into action!

ou need to live a language in
-~ your body!




‘'earning is Doing

vhen you read something or hear
oreign language, speak it out

A
ud.

°n you want to p actice your oral language
s: speak, speak, speak.

‘, °n you want to improve your reading: read,
- read, read. When you want to improve your
listening: listen, listen, listen.

= When you want to improve your writing,
write, write, write.




asson #2

m #2: The second lesson for

@ every language learner:

L _

ly Everyday.

= Study Everywhere.
= Study When You Can.




Regi élr 'Daily Doses of Study

Jusy lives, and it is often difficult

| ime to do everything. Often
mes, we wait until last to do our language
dies, which often means we don’t study our
on language everyday.

not always possible to study for hours and
nours everyday. But it is scientifically proven
that regular, daily study even if for short
period is better than irregular but intensive

study:.




wm 2 You Wait, Study Words

waiting, while you wait, study.

_ ‘flash cards (pieces of paper with
ycabulary on them) and study while waiting
he bus or before class or a meeting. You

d also your cell phone or computer to

te flashcards to learn and review.

@ You can carry a small MP3 player and listen to
your lessons while you are the bus or washing

the dishes or walking somewhere.




Llesson #2
lesson for every language

emember to Review What You ve ‘Learned.’

i

= Tip: Space Repetition Method




Mild On What You’ve Learned

of a foreign language is a
s\ aning what you learn must be
reased or added to what you already know.

of the best ways to improve in a language
rularly reuse or recycle the words you've
ed weeks or months ago with a new

t or grammatical form you just recently
learned.



learning is Reviewing

in fact, reviewing
ver time.

" mos ossful and  / "4

ntifically technique for
ing and review is Spaced

etition. -‘ ’ ’
| *e
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Spaced Repetition

ion is a learning technique that
| reasing intervals of time
ween subsequent review of previously
ned material.

bacing out or changing the time you

ew each word over a period of time, you
Ove your ability to remember words more
quickly and effectively.



Anki

st systems currently available for
| etion Flashcard System Anki
http:// Jiihgles ke <), which allows you
words and pmyou are learning, and
as you review, the words are spaced out
repeated so that you learn at your best.



Vou nIy Can Learn It!

1guage is a skill more than a body
gt it is important to realize that
ly vou and vo one can learn it.

hers, books, websites, dictionaries, CDs,
os and all the learning materials cannot
1ge the simple fact that: You are the person
‘has to learn a foreign language!




fe)i} v-ow How You Learn Best

advantage of every tool, book,

or irce that cannot you, but in the
s you wust choose and work hard
arn.

now yourself best. You know how you

1 best. You know in what ways you can

st most effectively. And you know when is
the best time to study.




_esson #4

; 550N
7 langt

Yourself!
Own Teacher!




Fear!

f biggest obstacles to learning a
Ign lang 2 is fear. We are all afraid of
aking mistakes.

for Chinese students, it's the fear of losing face.

g self-conscious or worried about what other
ple think about you makes it difficult to try.

@ One of the reasons why children seem to learn

\ languages so fast is that they just play and try.
~ Children aren’t afraid of making mi ' the*

just want to play. >




. [esson #5

> fifth and

for
,0‘ e

cvery I
| learner is: |
Don’t Be Afraid!




#learn Through Play!

OTTe, 1t 1

| es,
2 1 "om 0
om time to time (or perhaps all the time!),

u should try to act like a child or a clown or
r0oof when you learn a new language.

\ m Speak up. Make jokes. Tell lies. Don’t hold
| yourself back from practice, practice, practice.

rue that you will sometimes make
the best ways to learn is by
nistakes.










r’ips | arning d Language

aid!

* your own teache
et goals, make habits

. 4. Learn vocabulary effectively
through review (Flashcards!)




lips for Learning a Language

orld in English
Read or watch foreign news online

Vatch foreign films in the original
age

~+ 8. Listen to foreign language music




lips for Learning a Language

yurself abroad (Travel, Study or
onnect with the world)

Don't get bored! When you get tired of
nething, do something else IN ENGLISH

N Jon't give up! Never settle for Okay.
Always try to improve...




Final Thought:

od, Better, Best
er let it rest
il your good becomes

\ er

and your better is the best!"



VI story
Earing French
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On Arrival...

> La méme chose, s'il vous plait.
The same thing, please.




Cultaral Exchanges

1 our hometowns...
\ : - > Mongolia

2B SEESE '.'.':, ..;:‘:-1:4
! ™ e Bl

3 Chicago




Increasing Vocabulary

of the biggest challenges in language
once you get beyond basic
1S is increasing vocabulary.

= Many people watch movies and listen to

music, which has its advantages for oral

listening.

» think the best way to learn new words is
through reading, reading, reading...by using a
dictionary and recording new words.




Language Levels

and phrases
sic, Everyday, itional Language

ermediate.. reading, writing, &
akmg focused on your interests & goals

> Adanced...and beyond...

> Natural limits in “native” fluency




University X

< b
> Studying at a
French University
taught me not just
new words and
ideas. It also taught
me to think
differently by
thinking through a
new language and
culture.




~Secret” of Language of
'earning

> Study Everyday!

> Be your own
teacher!

> You don't need an
expensive teacher
or lots of time. You
need to take time
every single day to
review and build
up vocabulary.




Personal Changes...

> A new country

> A new language

> A new culture

S SRR

> How to negotiate and
deal with people and
their cultural and
linguistic differences

...and a Changed World




